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Since he was very young, author Giles Smith was attracted to the world of pop music: the songs played on
the radio, the concerts aired on TV, the 7 singles he bought or stole, the bizarre hairstyles, and the electric
guitars. He began to feverishly collect records and imitate his idols, especially Marc Bolan of T. Rex. Smith
played in school bands, dreaming of one day becoming a pop star himself. The only thing related to pop
music to ever have come out of his hometown of Colchester, England, though, is a fake story about the
Beatles stopping into a grocery store there to buy candy on the way to one of their concerts. Smith s love for
pop music led him to play it, first in amateur teen bands that no one would hire, then in the Cleaners from
Venus, which never made it anywhere despite getting signed with RCA in Germany. They recorded an
album, however, and after all is said and done, that s what counts. The album was recorded in a dive studio
with pathetic equipment, and the band occasionally slept there overnight. But nothing else mattered besides
getting to record an album, a real album. This book is a firsthand account of failure and indelible love. With
sharp humor, Smith recalls his childhood dreams, the bands in which he played over the years, the records he
listened to and collected, and the crucial years in which he developed an eternal passion for pop music and
its culture."
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312 pages
Review
One of the best books about music that you will ever read. . . . It is impossible to read "Lost in Music"
without laughing out loud. "Daily Telegraph," on the English-language edition"

If you have ever watched a band play or bought a pop record, you should read this book. John Peel,
"Independent," on the English-language edition"

A wonderfully funny pop-music memoir. "Spectator," on the English-language edition" About the Author
Giles Smith is a Britisth sports journalist for the "Times" who was named Best Journalist of the Year in
1998. He has written for numerous newspapers and magazines, including the "Daily Telegraph" and the
"New Yorker," and is the author of "Midnight in the Garden of Evel Knievel."
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